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Appearance and Reality

( IH THIS WEEK'S SEDRAH, WE READ OF THE BIRTH OF YAAKOV AND
Esav, the twin sons of Yitzchak and Rivkah. The Torah tells us
th:at _Yitzchak loved Esav, whereas Rivkah loved Yaakov. In itself
this is not unusual; however, there is a subtle difference in the
words used by the Torah to describe the love of Yitzchak and
¢ Rivkah for their children. When the Torah tells us that Yitzchak
loved his son Esav, the expression used is 21xm (past tense)
whereas regarding Rivkah's feelings for Yaakov, the choice 01;
words is 2py? NR NATK npaT) {present tense) (25:28). This differ-
ence indicates that Yitzchak's love for Esav was conditional. It
| {could be characterized, in the words of our Sages, as X'iW manx
1372 on (Avos 5:19), a love which emanated from specifi:: m'c;ii“-
vatiops, as the Torah itself states: voa 17y », “for game was in his
rnouth” (25:28), meaning that Esav provided his father with meat
prepared from animals caught by him in the field. Rivkah's love
(g,for Yaakov, on the other hand, was pure and altruistic. This ex-
ptains why, in her case, the word namx is used — in the present
tehse — implying a constant and ongoing unconditional love.
Many of the commentators, however, give a different explana-
- tien. They point out that Yitzchak was incapable of recognizing
Mthe rema'us, " deception.” of Esav, whereas Rivkah saw it very
cleafly and therefore favored Yaakov, who represented the epit-
omWey explain that Yitzchak was incapable of recog-
nizing dishonesty and deception, for he had grown yp in the home
of Avraham and Sarah, il Gty

W, exposed exclusively to honesty and ccy ikah, on th other

Hand, had grown up in a home with her brother Lavan who was the
personification of a ramai. With her training and background, she
was able to recognize her son Esav's serious shortcomings, and
therefore rejected him, while embracing her son Yaakov.

2\ In conjunction with this, we should point out that the Mishnah in
Avos (4:1), which states: D% Hon Tt o AR, “Whois a wise
man? He who learns from everyone,” is interpreted as meaning
that by exposure to different elements in society, one's ability to
judge people is developed and sharpened, and he is able to dis-
cern who is wicked. Such a person becomes wiser for he learns
about the unpleasant realities of life from his own experiences
with a variety of people. In other words, he “learns” from his deal-
ings with “everyone.”

Yitzchak was not granted this opportunity. The one person from
whom he could have learned about the seamier side of life would
have been Yishmael, but he was driven out of the house by his

 father Avraham, at the behest of Sarah!_Indeed there are those
who interpret the verse in Parashas Vayeira regarding that episode
in_a most interesting manner. When Avraham reluctantly went

L{‘fpalong with the dermnand of his wife Sarah and sent away his son

Yishmael, the Torah states: 133 MK 2y D3R Y3 TR 1370 Y70,
“The matter greatly distressed Avraham regarding his son”
(21:11). Note that it does not say “regarding Hagar,” nor does it
specify his son Yishmael. Some commentators therefore interpret
the verse in a unique fashion as meaning that Avraham was dis-

tressed not only by his need to banish Yiihmael from hi -
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hold, but also “regarding his son” Yitzchak, who would now_be

“deprived of the experience.ofheing exposed to his brother Yish-

miael, whose presence would add an important dimension to
Yitzchak’s understanding of the unpleasant challenges that life
has in store. Had Yishmael not been sent away, it is very possible
that Yitzchak would also have been able to detect the deceptive
character of Esav.

This nalvete of Yitzchak is reflected as well in @ most interesting
Midrash WHICH depicts a conversation between Yitzchak and
Mashe. According to this Midrash, Yitzchak said to Moshe, “When

| [f was on the altar, about to be sacrificed by my father, the heavens

opened up and [ saw the face of the Shechinah.” What Yitzchak

was saying is that Moshe, who spent 40 days and 40 nights in
Heaven receiving the Torah, should not feel overly proud, for
Yitzchak had already been granted the privilege of seeing the
Divine Presence well before Moshe our teacher was invited to
spend time with the Almighty and the angels. Moshe however,
responded “Indeed, you did see the face of the Shec Shechinah, byt
your eyes becarm_ke with G-d, face-to-face, and
my eyes.never.becamesdim.”

The Midrash is giving us a deeper insight into the reason for
Yitzchak's eyes being affected in his old age, as compared to
Moshe, of whom the Torah testifies that on the day of his death at
the age of 120, he could see as clearly as he did in his younger
days. The Torah is not only speaking of the physical condition of
the eyes of Yitzchak and Moshe, but is, gigrqg_inq to their ability to

see and perceive the realit uth of situations presented to

them. We know that Yitzchak was blind to the evil of his son Esav
and incapable of detecting his deceptive character. Moshe, on the
other hand, was confronted throughout his life by many chal-

7 !enges on the part of wicked pe—ége sugh as Dasan and Aviram,

and Korach. But he was always able to detect their motivations,
protect himself from their machinations and counter their at-
tempts to undermine his authority and leadership. It is this which
Moshe alludes to when he said to Yitzchak, “You saw the Shechi-

%y nah and became so spiritualized that you were blinded to the evil

16

aromhereas SPOKe WITP TRe Almighty, face-to-face, but
my ablhty to see and properly evaluate the
realxtle g{ life. Perhaps this s What our sages mean when they
tell us that Moshe, who was called ish Elokim, was indeed part man

Y{and part Divine creature. His ish aspect was not affected by his

Elokim character, and he was ever able to balance the two.

We should hasten to add that although Yitzchak was unable to
see the evil side of his son Esav, none heless hisbehawortowar
him, according to.ou --a__:_ 7ehalk the o
lenge G-d when He wanted toi)umsh His chlldren Yltzchak was
able to argue that he also had a wicked son, but was forbearing
and forgiving, and therefore he urged the Almighty to do likewise.
Perhaps the reason for this can be understood from another verse
which reads: 733 7 nx m7, “and he smelled the aroma of his

4\

ganetts  (27:27), whereupon he remarks: 1'rw ﬂ"‘D 'f:: a kel
11273 WK, "Behold, the aroma of ry son is like the aroma of a
field which G-d has blessed” (ibid.). Our Sages play on the word
1732 and read it as 7312, “his traitors.” They comment that even
the worst among us, who are seemingly devoid of any virtues, are

S¥nonetheless 1213 nivyn oxbn, “filled with mitzeos as a pomegran-

ate is filled with seeds.”
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